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2009 SUMMER-FALL NEWSLETTER   
89 Mill Road   North Haven, CT 06473   203.239.2641 

Website:    www.theanimalhaven.com 
EDITOR :  Chris Gagne  203.484.9648    chriskat32@aol.com 

Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday & Sunday  *  12:00 noon to 3:00 p.m.  

Saturday * 12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m.  

Greetings 
Members!  Happy 

summer and it seems 
like it has FINALLY 
arrived after all that 

rain and cold weather 
during most of May & 

June. UGH!  But good weather has at long last 
arrived so letôs enjoy it! 

 
Animal Haven welcomes 
2 more new directors to 

our board.  We are just 
growing all the time and we are grateful for so many 

people out there who care enough to want to help and get 
involved.  Brian Lizotte is an attorney and will assume the 

newly created position of Policy Advisor/Legal 
Coordinator.  Craig Zacarelli (husband of new director, 

Christine) has been doing all our photography for about a 
year and will also co-chair our new Dog Walking & Dog 

Training Club with director, Sheri Carbone (formerly 
Mustakos). Christine Zacarelli has taken on the role of 

Volunteer Coordinator and will soon be launching a new 
recruitment campaign and hopes to start an orientation 

program for volunteers.  We now have 16 directors on the 
board ï a nice balanced mix of long-time members who 

have a wealth of information and history with Animal 
Haven as well as many new people with fresh ideas. 

We also welcome new shelter assistant Hannah Franklin 
who brings valuable vet tech experience to us. 

 

ANOTHER CORRECTION:  In our last 
newsletter it was incorrectly stated that 
we entered 2007 cats into the shelter in 

2008.  That should have said 207  cats !  

 
 Recent fundraising events have done quite welléé. 

smaller events scattered through the year bring in regular 

cash flow and help get our name out there in the 

community so people are aware of who we are  

and what we do.  Amounts are approximate. 

Friendlyõs event: $300  

Pandora Jewelry: almost $500 

Tag Sale: almost $600 

Aunt Chiladaõs: almost $400 

Thanks to all of you who generously support our events! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñDarien ï The Face of a 

Feral Catò  
We recently received a touching & 

heartwarming story from Holly Holt 
of Tariffville to tell us about her 

kitty, Darien, ado pted from us in 
May 2003.  Though he was terribly 

frightened and hid under a chair for 3 weeks, her other 
cat Kristi soon befriended Darien and they became 

inseparable. A couple years later Kristi passed away and 
Darien grieved deeply for his buddy, wander ing 

endlessly through the house searching for his best 
friend.  Holly had to act fast so she adopted another 
kitty named Sasha to ease Darienôs loneliness.   

Some time later another kitty named Anya joined the 
Holt family so then  Darien had TWO friends!  D arien 

continues to avoid contact with all humans except Holly 
and is afraid of his own shadow.  But through him, Holly 
has learned patience, respect and understanding of the 
feral cat.  And Darien has learned that there are indeed 

benevolent humans who CAN  be trusted!  
 

WISH LIST  
CANNED CAT & DOG FOOD 

FISH- FLAVORED CAT FOOD IS PARTICULARLY 
NEEDED (CANNED OR DRY) 

PAPER TOWELS 
CLOROX BLEACH   

 

Membership Drive Update 
Our membership numbers are still growing (up to over 

1,800 right now) and our goal is to soon hit 2,000.  
Do you have a family or friend that might want to be a 

member of Animal Haven?  
If so, please ask them to send in a donation of at least 
$10.00 marked ñnew membershipò and their address.  

 
Kitten season has arrived this spring with a 
vengeance and the Emergency Medical 
Fund is in greater need of funds to help 

homeless kitties (doggies, too!) who often 
need extensive medical care.  On July 15 we 
had 50 kittens to be vaccinated & sterilized 
and that cost is about $7,500.00.  As of July 

15 we raised $16,000.00 and rescued 123 
animals.  Our yearly goal is $40,000.00.  If you can make 

a donation to the EMF, it would be much appreciated! 
Please know that 100% of every dollar raised for the EMF 

is used to pay vet expenses incurred in the rescue of 
stray cats and dogs in our community.  Those 123 pets 

have a new leash on life thanks to you. 

See full  Events List  at the shelter for a 

complete list of current  fundraisers  and 

ways to help more adoptable pets in need!  

http://www.theanimalhaven.com/
mailto:chriskat32@aol.com
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We are going to need help 

for our upcomi ng  

Walk A Dog Athon  on 

September 26.  Can you  

distribute or post flyers to 

vet offices, pet stores, other 

businesses, at your local 

church, school, library,  or  place of work?  

Business sponsors are needed - $50 gets your name 

on the T -shirt.  

Walkers are ne eded ï sign up to bring your dog 

and collect sponsorship pledges.  

Help is needed the day of the event.  

For more info: Liz 203 -488 -3859  

 

The 1st Annual Halloween Dog 
Costume Parade! 

October 31 at The Barking 
Lot in Hamden.  Save the date 
for this new fun event ð a dog 
costume parade, contests with prizes, vendors, refreshments  

and fun for all!  Watch for more details coming soon!  
 

Congratulations to the following raffle winners:  
1st  Prize (Bradford Portraits certificate)  ð  

winner donated prize back to us  

2nd Prize (Playwright Irish Pub certificates)  ð  

Jeanne Warner of Hamden  

3rd  Prize (The Tavern Downtown gift cards)  ð  

Antoinette Palmese of New Haven  

4 th  Prize (paper shredder)  ð Jackie Mitchell of Wallingford  

5 th  Prize (Seasons Buffet certificate at Moh egan Sun) ð 

Johnny Wilborn of Wallingford  

 

Bubba is a 5-year old 

malamute/shepherd mix 
picked up as a stray by 

Killingworth Animal 
Control.  His Lyme 
disease has been 

successfully treated but 
his arthritis will always 
need to be managed.  
He needs to be in a 
home with no small 

children or other 
animals and doesnôt want to share your love.   

But once you look into those soulful brown eyes, youôll be 
hooked.  If you are that special person looking for a  

low-energy companion for life, please consider adopting 
this sweet survivor.   

 

ñNever doubt that a small group of 
thoughtful, committed citizens can 

change the world.  
Indeed it ôs the only thing that ever has. ò  

---  Margaret Mead  

Joan Martinez  resigned from the Board of Directors.  

Her dedicated service for the past 2 years has  

been very much appreciated and we are sorry to 

see her go.  However Joan will stay on as a 

volunteer so thatõs a GOOD thing! 

 

CHRISTMAS IN JULY! 
Long-time shelter assistant Jason always 

says that ALL dogs & cats are 
adoptableéééé and boy, is he ever 

right!!  We are THRILLED to announce 
that our beloved big, sweet boy Toby was 
adopted recently!   Toby is an 8-year old mixed breed dog 

who has been with us for several years and we were 
beginning to despair of finding a home for him!   

Then along came Cheryl, Jay, Megan & Hunter who 
opened their hearts and home to this gentle giant.   

Toby now has a home with 2 children and 2 cats and is 
happily adjust ing to his new life with these nice people.  

Cheryl is amazed at his love of barbecued pork roast and 
also ice cubes!  There is a home out there for ALL pets ð 

sometimes it just takes time, effort & patience to find the 
right one.  But we donõt stop lookingéé because 
everyone deserves a forever home of their own. 
Miracles happen ð and not only at Christmas. 

 
Take a chance.  Older pets have SO much to offer and are 

generally calmer and more stable than young animals.   
If you are afraid of the heartbreak of an older pet dying 

too soon, remember there are NO guarantees in life.  
None of us know how much time we have.  I lost my 

beloved dog, Bear, last year at the age of 4.  We assumed 
he would live a long life.  Sometimes life is just too short 
so we need to be reminded to grab the brass ring and 

enjoy whatever we can, whenever we can, however we 
can.  Older pets deserve to live out their lives, however 

long that may be, with someone who will love and 
appreciate all they have to offer.  Take a chance. 

You may gain a best friend in the processééé 
 

 
The newly formed Dog Walking & Training Club  
is see king experienced dog handlers to help train 
adoptive dogs at the shelter.  Consistent training 

is necessary to help dogs get adopted into loving 
homes.  Training will be done by Bob Greiner, 

CPDT, of Bones Dog Training ï please contact the 

shelter to find out when the next class is and to 
sign up.  MANY THANKS to Bob for setting up this 
program and also for offering free dog training to 

anyone who adopts one of our harder - to -place 
dogs.  Bob can be reached at 860 -316 -5215 or 

bonesdogtraining@comcast.com  
 

 We are pleased to announce our mid-year shelter 
statistics  (January to June 2009) 

 We entered in 180 animals  
(105 cats & 75 dogs) 

 We adopted 176 animals (99 cats & 77 dogs) 
 

mailto:bonesdogtraining@comcast.com
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WITH DEEP APPRECIATION 
TO THE FOLLOWING: 

 Doreen & Charlie at Aunt 
Chiladaôs for the dinner 
fundraiser on June 23 

 Bill Carey for his superior salesmanship skills at 
our June 20th tag sale.  Also to Matt & Sarah 
Mierz, Brian Lizotte, Margaret Uleca-Wilson & 

Jan Christensen for volunteering that day  

 Diane Mierz for designing the artwork for the 
flyers & T-shirts this year for WADAT 

 Patti Libero at Libero Jewelers  
 Mark Paturzo of www.helpwillysfriends.com for 

his amazing efforts in collecting much-needed 
pet food & supplies for various local shelters 

 Mike Burns for doing general maintenance for us  

 People who bring donated pet food & supplies to 
the shelter: Robert Wechsler, Marie-Anne 

Barnhart, Angelina Scher, Joyce Harris (Scout 
Troop 60918), Phil Rella, Nathan Hale School, 
Lori Gorton, Gail Wysoczanski, Diane Vincenti, 

Michael Kuczenski, Janet Gruener, Amanda 
Cicarella, The Kaercher Family, Sandra Hague, 
Angie & Scott Cumpstone, Anne-Marie Frattini, 
Kathy Merwin, Charlotte Shea, Connie Schingh, 

Dee Coviello, Quinn Michels, & Elissa Landi. 
 

ñI feel animals, because they are powerless before 

us, are a test of our characteré.  
we can choose a path of cruelty and harm,  

or kindness and mercy.ò ---  Wayne Pacelle  

 

Our Sponsor- A- Pet Program  is a tremendous help 

to us for the harder -to -place pets that take longer to 

find a home.  If you can help support one of these 

very special animals, please call Bobbie for more info: 

203 -239 -4189 

 
Hello out there to ñJ. Murrayò, former editor 

of our Animal Haven newsletter!  
Recently J. Murray wrote to us and 
included a copy of a newsletter she 
wrote back in September 1972.  We 

SO enjoyed reading this glimpse of 
Animal Haven ñback when.ò  It was fun 

and interesting to read about what life was 
like at the shelt er then, and about events that took place.  

We could not find you listed on our membership list,  
but if you are reading this, I would love to talk to you  to 

find out more !  Please email or call Chris! 
 

Note from the Editor:   This is another tough 
year fina ncially for the shelter but as in the past, 

we are continuously amazed and heartened by the 
ongoing support of our members & friends.   

I think when times are hard , people rise up to 
help even more!  And I canôt even begin to state 

in words how grateful we  are for thatééé.  J 

 
 

Westbrook Lobster Benefit Night     
August 10   5:30 to 9:00 p.m.   
300 Church St., Wallingford  

Have dinner at Westbrook Lobster.  
You must tell your server you are there 

to support Animal Haven.   
We receive 15% of sales. 
Reservations required.  203-265-5071 

 
International Homeless Animals Day   August 15   

Hubbard Green, Hubbard St., Glastonbury   
3:00 ï 7:30 p.m.   

www.queeniefoundation.org 
 

Adoption Event at Pups Palace Gourmet  August 29, 
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  69 North Turnpike Road, 

Wallingford 
 

Yankee Candle fundraiser Sept. 12 ï Oct. 10   
Sell candles to your family, friends & co-workers and we 

earn a percentage of the sales.   
Call Liz 488-3859 for a brochure.   

 
Tag Sale at Coldwell Banker parking lot 

 24 Washington Ave., North Haven. September 13  
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Rent space for $12 to sell your 
own items (contact Chris: 484-
9648 or chriskat32@aol.com) 
To donate items for us to sell, 

please bring them to the tag sale 
that day as we have no storage room.   

Rain date: Sept. 20 
 

Walk-A-Dog-Athon, September 26 on the North Haven 
Town Green 10:00 a.m. to Noon    

Vendors, DJ, refreshments, and more to come ï  
come enjoy a day on the Green with your dog!  

Volunteers needed.   
 

(NOTE DATE CHANGE) Halloween Dog Costume 
Parade      October 31 at The Barking Lot in Hamden 

940 Sherman Ave.  11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.   
Vendors, refreshments, penny auction, contests.  

Check back later for more information!   

 
Bon Ton Community Day Sale (Hamden Store) 

November 14 ï More details to come 
 

Holiday Fair ï Save the Date! ï November 28 at  
North Haven Congregational Church 

 
*** Save the Date! ***  Comedy Show at Jokerôs Wild  

in New Haven        February 4, 2010   
with famed comedian Rick Carino 

www.rickcarino.com 

 

http://www.helpwillysfriends.com/
http://www.queeniefoundation.org/
mailto:chriskat32@aol.com
http://www.rickcarino.com/
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In Loving Memory Of      From __________________________  
Gidget ï beloved Sheltie of Jeff & Linda Houle   Liz Gallagher & the A.H. Board of Directors 
Casy ï a Tibetan Terrier who I will miss very much  Ruth Petrucci 
Mary Jane Obier      Mr. & Mrs. Barney Miller 
Lonnie Giaquinto      Cindy Clarke 
Baby ï a sweet gentle soul who is greatly missed   Ruth Petrucci 
Molly ï our always special loving dog    Carol, Jim, Sarah & Jenn Pohlman 
Mewsetta ï beloved cat of Robert Valley    Steve Mierz & family 
Patricia Jablonski ï for her birthday & Motherôs Day  Her family 
Tracy Rubendunel Neil      High school friends ï Debbie Givano Gesner, 
        Susan Lally Fee, & Donna Gesner 
Wally ï beloved kitten of Liz Gallagher    Animal Haven Board of Directors 
Wally ï much loved      Liz Gallagher 
Lizôs baby Wally       Roland & Bobbie Parenteau 
Petey        Roland & Bobbie Parenteau 
Tessa ï beloved pet Dachshund of Sally Page   The Mierz Family 
Jacqueline Watt Nason      Gloria Neary & family 
Thelma Golden ï mother of William Golden   Sis & Howard Jacobs 
Jarred Warner, Sr.      Jeanne Warner 
Duke ï who I sponsored for 2 ½ years 
            but he never let me pet him    Flora Shannon 
Babfrey ï a 22-year old Siamese, loved by Pam & Mark  Flora Shannon 
My Sweet Bear ï gone 1 year Sept. 21.  
            We will never stop missing you.    Chris, Photis, BJ & Katie 
 

Donations in memory of Harriet Cxypoliski were received from: Neil Reardon, Chet & Lorraine Waszkiel,  
Mary Reardon, Mr. & Mrs. Edward Morrissey, Andy Taddei Jr., and James & Claudia Giuletti 

 
Mark Glenn made donations in memory of: Peg OôBrien, Patrick Brunnock, and Tony Tata. 

 
 

________________________________________________________________________________  
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